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have seen the Danish West Indies will feel no surprise that Denmark's colonial 
system should have lacked history. History must be the record of events. Where 
nothing has ever happened, where nothing ever can happen, there can never be 
history. 

The! English Peasantry and the Enclosure of Common Fields. 

By Gilbert Slater. Series: Studies in Economics and Political Science. 

vii and 337 pp. Ills., index. London School of Economics. A. Constable 

& Co., London, 1907. 10s. 6d. 9x6. 
A minute and detailed study of the British peasant land tenure in common 
and the effect of doing away with it. The standpoint is that of the modern 
historical investigator who seeks to find truth at all costs. The origin of the 
common field system and of the British village community is not investigated. 
However, the hypothesis is adopted that the local type of village community in 
the tenth century was a result of the blending of the racial traditions of the 
successive elements of the population, Celt, Saxon, Angle, Dane and Norman. 
It is shown that, even in recent times, the enclosure of common fields has made 
of the peasant, endowed with medieval rights and privileges, a laborer wholly 
dependent on weekly wages. A brief chapter on the common fields of New 
England, as found in the towns of Plymouth, Sandwich and Salem, Mass., 
throws considerable light on the type of village previously existent in the 
eastern counties of England. The result of enclosing common fields is shown 
to be increased production of commodities and national resources, increase of 
pauperism and intemperance, increase of the quantity of human life at the ex- 
pense of degrading its quality. David H. Buel. 

English Historical Literature in the Fifteenth Century. With an 
appendix of chronicles and historical pieces hitherto for the most part un- 
printed. By Charles L. Kingsford. xvi and 429 pp. Index. Oxford 
Univ. Press, Amer. Branch, New York, 1913. 15s. 9x6. 
A scholarly and critical examination of the sources of the history of Eng- 
land in the fifteenth century. It shows how the monastic Latin annals were 
developed into English historical writing of the modern type. The whole cycle 
of writings reviewed centers on Henry V and his campaigns and Wars of the 
Roses between the houses of Lancaster and York. To the casual reader, the 
more interesting portions of the work are the critique of the ' ' History of King 
Bichard III, ' ' attributed to Thomas More, the English chronicle, and the Paston 
letters. It is maintained that the ' ' History of Bichard III ' ' is the first English 
history which is not a mere collection of facts, but a deliberately designed and 
carefully finished whole, from which our art of history must date its beginning, 
and which was the most notable expression of the spirit of the age. The use 
which the later chroniclers — Hall, Stow, and Holinshed — made of these sources 
is carefully traced and the subject-matter which they furnished for the Shake- 
spearian historical plays. David H. Buel. 

A History of the Commercial and Financial Relations between 
England and Ireland from the Period of the Restoration. 

By Alice E. Murray. Series : Studies in Economics and Political Science. 
486 pp. Index. School of Economics, London, 1903. 10s. 6d. 9x6. 

This volume is the result of the author's investigations while she was a re- 
search student in the London School of Economics. It 'is a critical study of the 
economic policy of the British government since the period of the Restoration, 
in so far as this policy has affected Ireland. The work is based upon the avail- 
able books and documents, as well as upon manuscript sources, and it is charac- 
terized by such painstaking effort and scholarly merit that it has been endorsed 
by some of the leading authorities within the field which it occupies. 

A new phase of English commercial policy was initiated about the time of 
the Restoration. Until then, legislation respecting trade affected England and 
Ireland alike. But the Navigation Act of 1663 was the beginning of a restric- 
tive policy toward the industries and trade of Ireland, and this policy remained 
in force for over a century. The writer attempts to show in how far the com- 
mercial legislation of England affected the economic development of Ireland — ■ 
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throwing the masses of the people on the land, and thereby influencing the 
agrarian trouble. It is pointed out that the commercial policy and the penal 
laws "cause a grievous deterioration of the national character, to which even 
the present poverty and backwardness of Ireland may be traced. ' ' The conclu- 
sion is, however, that, from the standpoint of economic development, brighter 
days are in store for Ireland, and that this country has a prospect of sharing, 
in the future, in the general material progress of the age. Avard L. Bishop. 

Prehistoric Britain. By Bobert Munro. Series: Home Univ. Library. 
256 pp. Ills., index. H. Holt & Co., New York, 1914 (?). 7x4%. 
The author briefly treats of geology, fauna, and flora before taking up the 
relics of prehistoric man. The types of paleolithic man, his culture and 
civilization, as disclosed by their tools, weapons, ornaments, etc., are described. 
The industrial remains of Paleolithic Britain are classified according to 
Gabriel de Mortillet's system — that is, in chronological sequence, according to 
the degree of culture disclosed by the relics found at certain stations which 
Mortillet regarded as typical. The Neolithic Age is treated in the same man- 
ner. The work closes with a chapter on British ethnology. There are numer- 
ous sketches of the remains of the peoples described, their weapons, orna- 
ments, etc. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

Die Verdrangung der Laubwalder durch die Nadelwaider in 
Deutschland. Von Hans B. Jacobi. viii and 187 pp. H. Laupp, 
Tubingen, 1912. Mk. 6. 10% x 7%. 

The book discusses the extent, causes, and effects of the increasing substi- 
tution by conifers, especially firs, of deciduous trees in the forests of Germany, 
While in the primeval forests two-thirds were deciduous and one-third only 
pine forests, the proportion is reversed in the forests of to-day. This decrease 
of the deciduous woods is due partly to the progress of civilization, because — as 
in the case of the "oak groves" in the Middle West — the occurrence of oak 
and beach was a characteristic of good soil, so that these woods were cleared 
for agricultural purposes to a much larger extent than were the pine woods. 
The reclamation of swamps and the general regulation of drainage conditions 
for agricultural purposes have in many places bereft the soil of the amount of 
moisture which is required by the deciduous trees, while conifers thrive on a 
drier soil. 

The unscientific methods of exploiting the woods, which were common in 
former generations, also added not only to the decrease of the woods but also 
to the improvement of the soil; so that, when rational forestry began in the 
last century, the reforesting .of the lost area was possible only with fir and p'ne 
in most places. Commercial considerations contributed not a little to hasten 
the process. In proportion as the demand for marketable lumber increased, 
the culture of the fir, with its shorter periods of growth, became most profitable, 
and large tracts of former beech and oak forests were planted with fir or pine, 
which throve most encouragingly in the superior soil. It has seemed lately, 
however, that it is a question whether the lasting -results of the change will 
prove as profitable; because in many cases the second crop of lumber on the 
new soil has been found inferior to the first, and, moreover, these artificial fir 
districts are much more easily affected by pests than the same woods grown on 
their home soils. 

The book will furnish food for thought to all interested in the problems of 
forestry. The American reader may find comfort in hoping that, considering 
the thoughtless waste which even Germany practiced with her forests in former 
generations, the natural resources of his country, too, may still be rescued f i om 
exhaustion by means of scientific forestry wisely applied. M. K. Genthe. 

Die Entwickelung der Kartojrraphie Siidbadens im 16. and 17. 

Jahrhundert. Von Dr. Johannes Werner. 63 pp. Maps. Abhandl. 

zur badischen Landeshunde, Heft 1. Q. Braunsche, Karlsruhe, 1913. 

Mk. 3.20. 9%x6%. 

Twenty-one maps of southern Baden from 1503 to 1718 are here reproduced 
in part and described in very German detail, pointing out manner of drawing, 



